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Space matters for spatial language, but so do function and 
action (sometimes) 

 
Descriptions of the spatial relations between objects are typically 
thought to depend primarily on spatial features, such as the 
geometric configuration of the objects. Indeed, in many spatial 
tasks, such spatial features have priority. However, in some 
contexts, information about the objects (such as what they do, 
how they interact, and the action one takes on them) has also 
been shown to influence the comprehension and production of 
such spatial descriptions. I will discuss research that more 
closely examines the setting of priorities for these various 
influences (spatial, functional, action, perceptual) during the 
apprehension of spatial descriptions. 
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